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sound fresh.   Her piano 
instructor at USC is the 
internationally acclaimed 
pianist, Daniel Pollack, 
and her current cello in-
structor is Peter Stumpf, 
principal cellist of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic 
and a member of the 
USC faculty. 

There are many out-
standing programs in our 
Branch to anticipate, be-
ginning on Saturday, 
January 16th with a re-
cital by our Young Artist, 
Sarah Chang.   Follow-
ing the YAG recital will 
be Beverly Clark’s Ba-
roque Festival with guest 
artist, John Cather, trum-
peter, and then the Bach 
Master Class with John 

 February 
3 Branch Meeting 

5 Adult Workshop 

6 Student Workshop  

6 VOCE Branch Aud. 

20 Instrumental Wksh. 

20-21  CM Eval/Theory 

20 String Panel Aud. 

27-28  CM Piano Eval.  

27-28  Piano Reg. Panel 

28 String Panel Aud. 

March 
6-7  Piano Panel Aud. 

7 CM Winds/Strings 

10 Branch Mtg 

      CM Eval results  

13 CM Voice 

26-28 Piano Panel 

25 CT Branch entry  

27 Adult Perf. Aud. 

28 Bach Festival 

30 CT State Comp Entry  

     deadline 

There was a large and 
enthusiastic audience for 
our Branch meeting and 
program on Wednesday, 
January 13.  The pro-
gram, as we have now 
come to expect, was out-
standing.  Perhaps many 
had heard of our extraor-
dinary guest, Wei-Lun 
(Judy) Kang, who is a se-
rious artist on both cello 
and piano.  As a high 
school student, Judy stud-
ied cello with our own Dr. 
Charles Baker, and her 
many accomplishments 
under his tutelage include 
a solo performance of the 
Finale of the Saint-Saens 
Cello Concerto in Seger-
strom Hall with the Pacific 
Symphony Youth Orches-
tra. 

On our Branch program, 
Judy’s cello selections 
were the unaccompanied 
Suite in G Major for cello, 
and two movements of 
the Elgar Cello Concerto, 
in which she collaborated 
with the excellent pianist, 
Ralph Alberstrom.  Her 
gorgeous, large tone 
filled the room, and the 
audience was spellbound 
by the impassioned per-
formance of both Judy 
and Mr. Alberstrom.   
Judy’s single piano se-
l e c t i o n  w a s  t h e 
Khachaturian Toccata.  
Although we hear this 
popular piece often, 
Judy’s performance was 
beautifully crafted and 
intense, and she made it 
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Works by Bach, Scarlatti, Chopin, Messiaen  

 
Please note location change 

*9:00 AM  Board   * 9:45 Social  *10:30AM  Program 
Roselle Hall, 2418 E. Balfour, Fullerton 

 

Orange County Branch proudly presents 



Notes con’t 

travaganza               (Friday, 8 p.m. 
in Meng Concert Hall, CSU Fuller-
ton) 

            February 7-   Eduardo 
Delgado, pianist   (4 p.m. in Meng 
Concert Hall, CSU Fullerton) 

           Mark Robson, pianist          
(5 p.m. in Salmon Recital Hall, 
Chapman University) 
           February 12 – Ernest Salem 
and Hal Grossman, violinists   (8 
p.m. in Meng Concert Hall, CSUF) 
           February 13 – John Nuzzo, 
tenor and Louise Thomas, pianist   
(8 p.m. in Salmon, Chapman) 
           February 25 – Roger Le-
bow, cellist and Gayle Blanken-
burg, pianist   (8 p.m., Salmon Hall) 

Best wishes to all! 

Joseph Matthews 

BACH FESTIVAL 
Susan Bana 
.Date:  Sunday, March 28, 2010, 
Salmon Hall, Chapman University. 
Registration Deadline:  Monday, 
February 15, 2010. 
Fee:  $30.00 per student.  Checks 
Payable: MTAC Orange County 
Branch. 
Registration Report:  Please in-
clude a copy of the registration 
report along with your name on 
the report and the registra-
tion fees. 

Teacher non-involvement fee:  For 
those teachers who will not be 
able to assist for the festival, 
please send  an additional $25.00 
to cover expenses for this 
event.  Thank you. 

Perry at Chapman University.  
Then we are propelled to the 
“CM season”.  We are so fortu-
nate to have Judith Moore and 
her helpers running this huge 
program, and they will, in turn, 
appreciate the cooperation of all 
of us.  So, before you pick up the 
phone to call, make sure that you 
have carefully read the instruc-
tions. 
There are also many terrific op-
portunities to hear great music at 
the local colleges.  Following is a 
list of some of the local concerts 
in February: 

            February 3 – Dr. Rob 
Watson, pianist will perform at 
our Branch meeting   (Baker stu-
dio) 

            February 5 – Cello Ex-

COMPOSERS TODAY   Laurie Fischer-
Blasdell 
Teacher, if you OR your students are composing, 
why not get some helpful feedback by entering the 
CT evaluations.  This is an excellent educational 
opportunity for you or your students to get opinions 
from two different evaluators.  This is a program 
(non-competitive) open to every MTAC member.  
Also, you must enter the Evaluations if you want to 
qualify for Symposium.  The deadline for entry is 
February 15 to Laurie.  All info and forms can be 
downloaded from the MTAC website .  Click on 
Composers Today and Evaluations.  Call Laurie at 
(714) 392-5026, if you have questions or need forms 
mailed to you.  

Young Composers Guild 
The deadline for your gifted high school/college 
composers to apply is February 15 .  Download the 
information and forms on the MTAC website or call 
Judith Moore.   

PIPES PEDALS AND PIZZA �
The American Guild of Organists Orange County and South 
Shores Church are sponsoring an outstanding program for 
teachers, students and parents. A Pipes Pedals and Pizza 
Event takes place on Feb 27 from 10 am to 1 pm. at: 

 South Shores Church 
32712 Crown Valley Pkwy, Monarch Beach, CA 

92629 

Gary Toops performing "REX the King of Instruments” 
by Dan Burton 

and "Sweet for Mother Goose" by George Akerley 

with  Phil Gold,  narrator. The program is free. 
Pizza reservation - $4 adults. $2 for students. Free for 

students who sign up to play 
“hands-on” piano or organ piece of their choice on the 
5 manual Walker digital organ. Baroque music works 
well on the organ. Other styles are acceptable, too. 

Make reservations on ocago@cox.net or call Jennifer 
Puhl at 949-551-8862 

MUSICAL MORNINGS – Lois Holdridge and Beu-
lah Strickler �
Our next teacher workshop will be at Barbara Bruce’s studio 

in Santa Ana, April 20, Tuesday, at 10:30 am. 
Please let Lois or Barbara know whether you can come, and 

if you would like to play, by Thursday, April 15th. 
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Pianist Rob Watson enjoys a musical career that spa ns teaching, performance and scholarly activi-
ties. While highly regarded as Professor of Piano, and Keyboard Area Coordinator at Cal State Fuller-
ton, he has also given numerous solo, chamber and c oncerto performances. 

Dr. Watson’s students have performed with professio nal orchestras, including the Baton 
Rouge Symphony and the Pacific Symphony.  Among his  former students are faculty members of 
Xiamen University (China), University of Southern C alifornia, California State University Dominguez 
Hills, Northwestern State University of Louisiana, Texas A & M (Corpus Christi), and community col-
leges in southern California.  With a penchant for international travel, Rob Watson has also taken stu -
dents on music study tours to Austria and Italy. 

Among Rob’s solo recitals are those given for Inter national Music Festivals in Bulgaria (2008), 
and performances in England, Austria, Italy, and Ja pan.  In the Fall of 2009, he was actively engaged 
in performing in nine programs in southern Californ ia. His chamber music performances have been 
with the St. Petersburg String Quartet and with mem bers of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Pa-
cific Symphony and the G. Verdi Conservatorio (Mila n, Italy), as well as with university colleagues. 

Dr. Watson has investigated and has lectured on top ics relating to musical interpretation, 
movement and somatic principles and pedagogy.  His invited lecture on Baroque music interpreta-
tion to a Japanese piano teacher group was well-rec eived (2006).  He has presented research papers 
at the National Conference on Piano Pedagogy (Neuro plasticity and somatic principles, 2009) and the 
World Piano Pedagogy Conference (2009). 

He has two recordings on the Educo label, including  an award-winning performance of Ka-
balevsky’s Piano Sonata No. 2 in E-flat Major (Inte rnational Recording Competition).  Additional re-
cordings are projected for his sabbatical leave, Sp ring 2010. 

He has recently added long-distance running to his activities, completing his first half-
marathon in November (2008), for the benefit of the  Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and placing 3 rd 
in a 5K run (October 2009).  He and his wife, Teri,  enjoy international home exchanges, and their fam-
ily, including the arrival of their first grandson . 

PROGRAM 
 

Organ chorale prelude, “In dulci Jubilo,” BWV 729 J S  Bach 

 (1685 – 1750) 

Noël (" Christmas") A carillon. Olivier Messiaen 

From “Vingt regards sur l’enfant-Jésus” (1908 – 1992 ) 

 

II. 

Variations on ‘Puer Natus in Bethlehem’ Paulus Sief ert 

 (1586 – 1666) 

Organ chorale prelude, “Nun komm’ der Heiden Heiland ,” BWV 659 J S Bach / Busoni 

 

III. 

Intermezzo (“Greensleeves”)—from Elegien          Feruccio Busoni  (1866 – 1924) 

Sonata (‘pastorale’), K. 513 Domenico Scarlatti(168 5 – 1757) 

 

IV. 

Je dors, mais mon cœur veille (“I sleep, but my heart keeps watch”) Olivier Messiaen 

A love-poem From “Vingt regards sur l’enfant-Jésus”  

Scherzo No. 1, in B minor, Op. 21*  Frederic Chopin 

 (1810 – 1849) 



Deadline for March newsletter is February  15th to Lynn DeCosa, Notations editor 

 714-602-6328  LMR5678@socal.rr.com    
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STUDENT and TEACHERS’ WORK SCHEDULES  

not picked up at the February Branch Meeting, will be sent to the following locations by city. 
EVALUATIONS not picked up at the March Branch Meeting on March 10, will be sent to the following locations 
by city.    
THEORY EXAMS will be ready to pick up at the April Branch Meetin g on April 7.  Those not picked up will be 
sent to the following locations by city. 
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Take 55 North to 91 East, exit Imperial Highway.  Turn right, pass 3 traffic lights, third light is Nohl Ranch.  First right 
turn after Nohl is Avenida Navarro, second house on the left. 
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From 91 Freeway going west, exit Valley View.  Turn left onto Valley View.  Turn right onto La Palma.  Turn right onto 
Westra Ln.  Make a quick right, staying on Westra to Calaveras.  House is on the corner.  Look for the bird house in the 
front. 
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From the 5 Freeway, exit Culver.  Go west on Culver.  Turn right onto Walnut.  Turn left onto Harvard.  Turn left onto 
Poplar.  Turn left onto Sawleaf.  Turn right onto Redwood.  Turn left onto Oak.   
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Take the I-5. Exit Brookhurst.  Go north on Brookhust.  Go under the 91 freeway to the first street.  Turn right onto 
Roberta.  The house is on the left  before Basque.  
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From the 55, exit 17th Street, Tustin.  Take 17th St. to Newport Blvd. Turn left.  Go to Cowan Heights and turn right. Turn 
right onto Skyline. Follow Skyline up the hill, past Equestrian.  Turn left onto the next street, Huntsman.  Turn left onto 
Kimberwick.  The house is on the corner of Kimberwick and Brighton. 
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From the 57 Freeway, exit Imperial Hwy. East.  Left on Kramer, right on Birch, left on Starflower, and right on Primrose.  
House is on the left. 
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From the 5, take 57 north towards Pomona. Exit Chapman Ave.  Turn left (under the freeway). Turn left again onto Common-
wealth. Go one block and turn right onto Balfour.  Street curves.  Continue on Balfour several blocks- house is on the left. 



CERTIFICATE OF MERIT  Judi Moore, Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Certificate of Merit 2010 is quickly approaching.  Everyone should have completed their students’ evaluation 
forms online so that student scheduling can be done. 

Teachers’ envelopes will be available at the February Branch Meeting.  If you do not pick up your envelope at 
that time, it will be sent to a drop off location by city.  Please look for the locations listed in this newsletter. 

Envelopes contain everything you will need to be prepared for C.M.: 

 Teacher Work Schedule 

 Students’ Scheduled Audition Times (Piano) 

 Student Labels 

           “Check-in” Forms and directions for all venues 

 
Teachers, please be on time for your work assignment.  If you cannot be there, call your chairperson immedi-
ately!  Ideally, we need 24 hours or more notice.  Once the work is assigned, it is very difficult to find a re-
placement, particularly on the day you are assigned.  Be considerate, please.  

We still need high school volunteers.  They can earn community service hours for their work.  If you have stu-
dents working as Door Monitors, please remind them the day before their scheduled time.  Be sure they have 
clear instructions where to go and what to do. 

Regarding all student cancellations, e-mail Nancy Hsu (nancyhsu@hotmail.com), and Doris Chiang 
(dorischiang@hotmail.com) the cancellation information.  Please include the student’s name and ID#, CM 
level and day and time of their evaluation.  You can cancel your student’s CM evaluation any time until the 
day before the scheduled evaluation.  We will still have to pay the Evaluators for the missed evaluation, but 
we can use that time to schedule a student that missed their evaluation if necessary. 
Student Walk-ins will be provided again.  Remember that it is on a first come, first served basis.  We have 
never had to turn a student away. However, the parent will have to pay for the rescheduled audition. 
Piano Theory  is on February 20 (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) and February 21 (12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.) at Fuller-
ton College.  Students may go at any time, but must check in before 4:00 p.m.  Students arriving after 4:00 
p.m. will not be allowed to go to the theory room.  All theory rooms will close at 5:00 p.m.  Students will be 
asked to turn in their tests regardless of whether or not they have finished.  It is a good idea for students to do 
the ear training first, if a CD player is available. 
The Woodwind Teacher Volunteer Form is included in this newsletter.  Please return to your chair, Heather 
Patrick-Orozco, before the deadline noted on the form.  Also, include specific instructions pertaining to your 
accompanists. Don’t forget to send a copy of your Student List along with your Teacher Volunteer Form so 
Heather can schedule your students’ evaluations. 
String Teachers must send Joanne Ausmus-Baker a copy of their Student List and any time restrictions 
caused by the accompanist.  Send your Teacher Volunteer Form to Margie Chan if you have not already 
done so.   
No photocopies are allowed.    Just a reminder that students will not be able  to play using photocopied ma-
terial.  If a student needs to use  their music, it is a good idea to send two original copies so that the Evaluator 
does not have to look over their shoulder.  It is recommended that siblings not share books.  This creates de-
lays in the evaluations, cutting time from the student’s performance, not to mention unnecessary stress on 
your student. 
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